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Enforcement Ref: PRS09/390 Township: Heywood Ward: Hopwood Hall

Enforcement Appeal reference: APP/P4225/C/17/3169520

Site Address: New Gap Farm, Manchester Road, Birch, Heywood OL10 2QD

Applicant: Mr Peter Cordwell Agent: Steven Hartley
Proposal: The breach of planning control is, without planning permission:
a) The erection of 20 columns capable of being used to provide external lighting around
the perimeter of an all-weather exercise arena;
b) the importation and deposition on the land of crushed hard core and the carrying out
of engineering works to create a compacted hardstanding area;
c) the importation and deposition on the land of crushed hard core and the carrying out
of engineering works to create a tarmac access track;
d) the erection of a close-boarded wooden boundary fence; and
e) the change of use of land to domestic garden.
Decision level: Delegated

Planning Inspectorate Decision: Part allowed/ part dismissed
 An appeal was submitted against an enforcement notice served in respect of the 

above unauthorised development.  The notice required the removal of the above 
unauthorised development and the cessation of the use of land as garden.  The 
Inspector dismissed the appeal on grounds b, c, d and f, finding that the alleged 
breach had occurred; that there had been a breach of planning control; that it was 
not too late to take enforcement action; and that the steps required were not 
excessive.

 The appeal also failed on ground a (that planning permission should be granted).  
The Inspector found that the lighting columns have a harmful impact on the open 
character of the Green Belt landscape; the hardstanding and tarmac access track 
erode the separation of settlements; and the enlarged garden and fence invite 
extension of domestic paraphernalia into the rural landscape. The detrimental 
effect of the development on the character and appearance of the area adds to 
the harm arising from inappropriate development in the Green Belt, and no very 
special circumstances have been identified that would justify the development.

 The Inspector allowed the appeal on ground g, finding that insufficient time had 
been allowed to comply with the notice.  The period for compliance was increased 
from 56 days to 6 months.


